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 ORDINARIAT MILITAIRE DU CANADA 
 
 
Introduction 
 

Le 17 février 1951, le Vicariat militaire du Canada était érigé par le décret Materna 

Ecclesiæ pietas de la Sacrée Congrégation consistoriale. 

 

Suite à la promulgation du Code de droit canonique en 1983 et de la Constitution 

apostolique Spirituali militum curæ le 21 avril 1986, et en vertu de l’approbation et de la 

promulgation de ses Statuts par la Congrégation des évêques le 10 août 1988, le Vicariat 

militaire du Canada devenait canoniquement et officiellement l’Ordinariat militaire 

catholique romain du Canada. En vertu de l’autorisation du Saint-Siège, il est appelé 

également Diocèse mili-taire du Canada1. 

 

Depuis lors, la réorganisation des trois éléments des Forces canadiennes (Marine, 

Armée, et Aviation) a nécessité des ajustements dans le service pastoral aux militaires 

catholiques. Après quelques années d’expérimentation et d’adaptation, le temps est venu 

de refléter ces changements au niveau des Statuts de l’Ordinariat. 

 

 

Art. 1 - L’Ordinariat militaire du Canada est régi par les normes suivantes: 

 

1.1 la Constitution apostolique Spirituali militum curæ (SMC); 

 

1.2 les présents Statuts promulgués par le Saint-Siège; 

 

 
1Cf Sacré Congrégation pour les évêques, le 8 janvier 2003 (N.P. 16/03). 



 
 

2

1.3 le droit universel (CIC) concernant les diocèses auxquels l’Ordinariat est 

juridiquement assimilé2, à moins de dispositions particulières de ladite 

Constitution apostolique et des présents Statuts. 

 

Art. 2 - L’Ordinariat militaire du Canada est une portion du peuple de Dieu dont les 

fidèles, en plus des personnes mentionnées ci-dessous à l’art. 8, sont: 

 

2.1 les membres catholiques des Forces canadiennes, y compris les catholiques 

de rite oriental; 

 

2.2 les membres de leurs familles qui habitent avec eux - conjoint, enfants, 

parents - et leur personnel de service qui habitent sous le même toit; 

 

2.3 les membres des divers corps policiers canadiens adjoints à une mission 

militaire ainsi que le personnel civil soumis à la Loi de la défense nationale et 

les membres de leurs familles s’ils habitent sous le même toit; 

 

2.4 les personnes qui sont dans les écoles militaires ou qui y travaillent, celles 

qui travaillent dans les hôpitaux militaires, dans les maisons de retraite pour 

les militaires ou autres lieux semblables; 

 

2.5 les vétérans et les militaires retraités et leur conjoint habitant avec eux; 

 

2.6 les militaires catholiques de pays étrangers de passage dans un 

établissement militaire canadien3. 

Art. 3 - Le siège de l’Ordinariat militaire du Canada et de la Curie est situé à Ottawa, 

Province d’Ontario. La chapelle de la communauté catholique de l’Unité de soutien des 

 
2Cf. SMC, art. I, § 1 et CIC, can. 368. 

3Cf. SMC, art. X. 
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Forces canadiennes à Uplands, Ottawa, est désignée comme l’église principale de 

l’Ordinaire militaire4. 

 

Art. 4 - L’Ordinaire militaire du Canada: 

 

4.1 est revêtu de la dignité épiscopale. Étant pasteur responsable d’une portion 

du peuple de Dieu, il jouit de tous les droits et est tenu à toutes les 

obligations des évêques diocésains selon le droit et les présents Statuts; il 

n’est pas enrôlé dans les Forces canadiennes et il est libre de tout autre 

office lié à la charge d’âmes5; 

 

4.2 est membre de droit de la Conférence des évêques catholiques du Canada6. 

Les fidèles de l’Ordinariat étant dispersés dans l’ensemble du pays, il peut 

être indiqué qu’il soit invité aux rencontres des évêques des diverses régions 

de la Conférence épiscopale. 

 

4.3 a sur ses fidèles une juridiction: 

 

4.3.1 personnelle, i.e. s’exerçant sur les fidèles mentionnés aux artt. 2 et 8 

des Statuts où qu’ils soient dans le monde; 

 

4.3.2 ordinaire, i.e. attachée par le droit à sa fonction, et s’appliquant tant 

au for interne qu’au for externe; 

 

 
4Cf. SMC, art. XIII, 1. 

5Cf. SMC, art. II, et CIC, can. 381. 

6Cf. SMC, art. III. 
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4.3.3 propre, i.e. en son nom propre, mais cumulative par rapport à la 

juridiction de l’évêque diocésain sur le territoire duquel se trouvent les 

fidèles de l’Ordinariat; ce qui signifie que chaque fois que manque 

l’Ordinaire militaire, l’évêque du lieu agit de plein droit. Sa juridiction 

s’étend donc d’abord et principalement aux postes et lieux réservés 

aux militaires7. 

 

Art. 5 - Pour les services administratifs et les affaires d’ordre juridique ou canonique de 

l’Ordinariat, l’Ordinaire militaire est assisté du Vicaire général, de Vicaires épiscopaux selon 

les besoins, du Vicaire judiciaire du tribunal de l’Ordinariat, du chancelier et du conseil pour 

les affaires économiques, qui forment le noyau de la Curie de l’Ordinariat8. 

 

Art. 6 - En cas de vacance du siège épiscopal ou de l’empêchement total de l’Ordinaire de 

gouverner, le Vicaire général assumera la fonction d’administrateur diocésain de 

l’Ordinariat militaire selon le droit, et il en informera le Saint-Siège dès que possible9. En 

cas d’incapacité du Vicaire général, le collège des consulteurs élira l’administrateur selon le 

droit. 

 

Art. 7 - En plus des membres de la Curie de l’Ordinariat, l’Ordinaire militaire est assisté: 

 

7.1 du conseil presbytéral10; 

 

7,2 du collège des consulteurs, choisis parmi les membres du conseil 

 
7Cf. SMC, artt. IV et V. 

8Cf. CIC, cc. 469-494. 

9Cf. CIC, can. 422. 

10Cf. CIC, cc. 495-502. 
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presbytéral11; 

 7.3 du conseil pastoral de l’évêque, composé du Vicaire général, des aumô-

niers seniors de l’Ordinariat et de représentants des agents laïcs de 

pastorale de l’Ordinariat, ainsi que du chancelier; ce conseil assumera les 

fonctions qui reviennent au conseil diocésain de pastorale selon le droit12. 

 

Art. 8 - Pour partager les responsabilités pastorales à l’égard des fidèles qui lui sont 

confiés, l’Ordinaire militaire est assisté: 

 

8.1 de prêtres aumôniers militaires qui sont incardinés dans l’Ordinariat13 ou 

dans leur diocèse d’origine et de membres d’instituts cléricaux de vie 

consacrée ou de sociétés de vie apostolique. Ils sont enrôlés dans les 

Forces canadiennes et portent l’uniforme des officiers brevetés. Dans le 

cadre qui leur est assigné, ils jouissent des droits et sont tenus aux devoirs 

des curés, à moins que la nature des choses n’en décide autrement, et de 

façon cumulative avec le curé du lieu qui supplée de plein droit à l’absence 

de l’aumônier militaire14. À leur retraite, ceux qui ne sont pas incardinés dans 

l’Ordinariat retournent dans leur diocèse d’origine ou dans l’institut de vie 

consacrée ou la société de vie apostolique auquel ils appartiennent; 

 

 8.2 de diacres permanents ou transitoires incardinés ou non dans l’Ordi-

nariat. Ils peuvent être enrôlés ou non dans les Forces canadiennes; 

 

 
11Cf. CIC, can. 502. 

12Cf. CIC, can. 511. 

13Cf. SMC, art. VI. 

14Cf. SMC, art. VII. 
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 8.3 d’agents laïcs de pastorale, i.e. des laïcs hommes ou femmes qui ont été 

trouvés idoines par le responsable de la formation dans l’Ordinariat militaire, 

sont enrôlés ou non dans les Forces canadiennes et exercent d’une façon 

permanente une tâche pastorale qui leur a été confiée par l’Ordinaire 

militaire15; 

 

8.4 d’autres clercs ou agents laïcs de pastorale agissant à temps plein ou à 

temps partiel comme aumôniers de la Réserve primaire, de la Réserve 

supplémentaire ou comme aumôniers suppléants civils ou aumôniers de 

cadets. Ils ne sont sous la juridiction de l’Ordinaire militaire que lorsqu’ils sont 

en service actif. 

 

Art. 9 - Les actes concernant le statut canonique des fidèles relevant de l’Ordinariat -

baptême, confirmation, mariage - ainsi que les annotations marginales comme il se doit16, 

seront remis par les aumôniers à la chancellerie de l’Ordinariat où ils seront tenus dans un 

registre central sous la responsabilité du chancelier. Témoignant du statut canonique lié à 

la liberté des fidèles, les certificats de baptême seront émis exclusivement par la 

chancellerie17. 

 

Art. 10 - Un prêtre aumônier militaire, le cas échéant avec l’assistance d’autres prêtres et 

agents laïcs de pastorale, sera responsable de la promotion des vocations au service 

pastoral de l’Ordinariat, du programme de formation et du discernement quant à l’idonéité 

des candidats. 

 

Art. 11 - Les présents Statuts entreront en vigueur un mois après leur promulgation par le 

 
15Cf. CIC, cc. 228 et 517,§ 2, ainsi que l’Instruction Sur quelques questions concernant la 

collaboration des fidèles laïcs au ministère des prêtres, le 15 août 1997, art. 4 

16Cf. CIC, can. 535. 

17Cf. CIC, can. 486. 
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Saint-Siège18 et ils ne pourront être modifiés sans son approbation. 

 

Approuvé par la Congrégation des évêques le 30 mars 2009 et promulgué via lettre 

circulaire (n.p. 1/09) par Mgr Donald Thériault, Ordinaire militaire catholique romain du 

Canada, le 28 avril 2009. 

 

 
18Cf. CIC, can. 8, § 2. 



 

 
 MILITARY ORDINARIATE OF CANADA 
 
 
Introduction 
 

On February 17, 1951, the Military Vicariate of Canada was erected by the Decree of 

the Sacred Consistorial Congregation  Materna ecclesiae pietas. 

 

Following the promulgation of the Code of Canon Law in 1983 and the Apostolic 

Constitution Spirituali militum curae of April 21, 1986, and in accordance with the approval 

and promulgation of its Statutes by the Congregation for Bishops on August 10, 1988, the 

Military Vicariate of Canada became canonically and officially the Roman Catholic Military 

Ordinariate of Canada. In accordance with the authorization of the Holy See, it is also 

called the Military Diocese of Canada1. 

 

Since that time, the reorganization of the three elements of the Canadian Forces 

(Navy, Army and Air Force) required changes in pastoral care for Catholic military 

personnel. After a few years of experimenting and adapting, the time has come to have 

these changes reflected in the Ordinariate’s Statutes. 

 

 

Sec. 1 - The Military Ordinariate of Canada is governed by the following norms: 

 

1.1 the Apostolic Constitution Spirituali militum curae (SMC); 

 

1.2 these Statutes promulgated by the Holy See; 

 
1Cf Sacred Congregation for Bishops, January 8, 2003 (N.P. 16/03).

 

 



1.3 universal law (CIC) on dioceses with which the Ordinariate is legally 

comparable2, unless there are specific provisions in said Apostolic 

Constitution and these Statutes. 

 

Sec. 2 - The Military Ordinariate of Canada is a portion of God’s people, whose faithful 

and the people mentioned in sec. 8 are: 

 

2.1 Catholic Canadian Forces personnel, including Catholics of Eastern Rite; 

 

2.2 family members who live with them - spouse, children, parents - and servants 

who also live with them in the same house; 

 

2.3 members of various Canadian police forces attached to a military mission, as 

well as civilian personnel subject to the National Defence Act and members 

of their families if living with them in the same house; 

 

2.4 those who attend or work at military training schools, or who work in military 

hospitals, veterans’ retirement homes or similar institutions; 

 

2.5 veterans and retired military members and their spouses who live with them; 

 

 
2Cf. SMC, art. I, § 1 and CIC, Can. 368.
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2.6 Catholic military members from foreign countries visiting a Canadian military 

establishment3. 

 

Sec. 3 - The See of the Military Ordinariate of Canada and the Curia is located in 

Ottawa, Province of Ontario. The Roman Catholic Chapel for members of the Canadian 

Forces support unit in Uplands, Ottawa, is designated as the Principal Church of the 

Military Ordinariate4. 

 

Sec. 4 - The Military Ordinary of Canada: 

 

4.1 is endowed with Episcopal rank. As Pastor responsible for a portion of God’s 

people, he enjoys all the rights and is bound by all the obligations of a 

diocesan bishop in accordance with law and these Statutes; he is not 

enrolled in the Canadian Forces and is free from any other office associated 

with the care of souls5; 

 

4.2 is an ex-officio member of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops6. 

Since the faithful of the Ordinariate are located throughout the country, he 

may be invited to bishops’ meetings in various regions of the episcopal 

Conference. 

 

4.3 has jurisdiction over his faithful: 

 
3Cf. SMC, art. X.

 
4Cf. SMC, art. XIII, 1.

 
5Cf. SMC, art. II, and CIC, Can. 381.
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6Cf. SMC, art. III.
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4.3.1 personal, i.e. applied to the faithful mentioned in ss. 2 and 8 of the 

Statutes wherever they are in the world; 

 

4.3.2 ordinary, i.e. legally bound to his function and applying both internally 

and externally; 

 

4.3.3 own, i.e. on his own behalf, but cumulative in relation to the 

jurisdiction of the diocesan bishop within the territory in which the 

faithful of the Ordinariate are located; which means that the local 

bishop acts with full jurisdiction in the absence of the Military Ordinary. 

His jurisdiction thus extends first and foremost to postings and 

locations reserved for military personnel7. 

 

Sec. 5 - With regard to the Ordinariate’s administrative services and judicial or canonical 

business, the Military Ordinary is assisted by the Vicar General, Episcopal Vicars according 

to need, the Judicial Vicar of the Tribunal of the Ordinariate, the Chancellor and a council 

for economic affairs, which form the nucleus of the Curia of the Ordinariate8. 

 

 
7Cf. SMC, artt. IV and V.

 
8Cf. CIC, Cann. 469-494.
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Sec. 6 - If the episcopal See is vacant or the Ordinary is impeded from governing, the Vicar 

General will become the Military Ordinariate’s diocesan administrator according to law and 

will notify the Holy See as soon as possible9. If the Vicar General is incapacitated, the 

College of Consultors will elect the administrator according to law. 

 

Sec. 7 - In addition to the members of the Curia of the Ordinariate, the Military Ordinary is 

assisted by: 

 

7.1 the Presbyteral Council10; 

 

7,2 the College of Consultors, selected from among the members of the 

Presbyteral Council11; 

7.3 the Bishop’s Pastoral Council, comprising the Vicar General, senior 

chaplains of the Ordinariate and representatives of the Ordinariate’s lay 

pastoral associates, as well as the Chancellor; this council will perform the 

duties of the diocesan pastoral council according to law12. 

 

Sec. 8 - For sharing pastoral responsibilities with regard to his faithful, the Military Ordinary 

is assisted by: 

 

 
9Cf. CIC, Can. 422.

 
10Cf. CIC, Cann. 495-502.

 
11Cf. CIC, Can. 502.

 
12Cf. CIC, Can. 511.
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8.1 Military chaplains incardinated in the Ordinariate13 or in their diocese of 

origin and members of clerical Institutes of Consecrated Life or Societies of 

Apostolic Life. They are enrolled in the Canadian Forces and wear the 

uniform of commissioned officers. Within the framework of their assigned 

duties, they enjoy the rights and are bound by the duties of a pastor, unless 

the nature of the situation dictates otherwise, and cumulatively with the local 

pastor who replaces the military chaplain with full jurisdiction14. When they 

retire, those who are not incardinated in the Ordinariate return to their 

diocese of origin, or to the Institute of Consecrated Life or Society of 

Apostolic Life to which they belong; 

 

8.2 Permanent and transitory deacons incardinated or not in the Ordinariate. 

They may or may not be enrolled in the Canadian Forces; 

 

8.3 Lay pastoral associates, i.e. lay men and women who have been found 

suitable by the person in charge of training in the Military Ordinariate, are 

enrolled or not in the Canadian Forces and perform in a permanent way a 

pastoral task assigned to them by the Military Ordinary15; 

 

 
13Cf. SMC, art. VI.

 
14Cf. SMC, art. VII.

 
15Cf. CIC, Cann. 228 and 517,§ 2, as well as Instruction On several questions 

concerning the collaboration of lay faithful with priestly ministry, August 15, 1997, sec. 4
 

8.4 Other clerics or lay pastoral associates acting as full-time or part-time 

chaplains of the Primary Reserve, chaplains of the Supplementary Reserve, 
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or as civilian officiating clergymen or cadet chaplains. They come under the 

jurisdiction of the Military Ordinary only when they are in active service. 

 

Sec. 9 - Acts pertaining to the canonical status of the faithful of the Ordinariate—baptism, 

confirmation, marriage—and marginal notations, as is proper16, will be reported by the 

chaplains to the Chancery Office of the Military Ordinariate where they will be held in a 

Central Register, under the responsibility of the Chancellor. As proof of the canonical status 

related to the freedom of the faithful, baptismal certificates will be issued exclusively by the 

Chancery Office17. 

 

Sec. 10 - A military priest or chaplain, with the assistance of other priests and lay pastoral 

associates if necessary, will be in charge of promoting vocations in the pastoral service of 

the Ordinariate, and responsible for the training program and discernment with regard to 

the suitability of candidates. 

 

Sec. 11 - These Statutes will come into effect one month after their promulgation by the 

Holy See18 and they cannot be amended without the approval of the Holy See. 

 

Approved by the Congregation of Bishops on 30 March 2009 and promulgated via 

Circular Letter (P.N. 1/09) by Msgr Donald Thériault, Roman Catholic Military Ordinary 

of Canada, on 28 April 2009.  

 
16Cf. CIC, Can. 535.

 
17Cf. CIC, Can. 486.

 
18Cf. CIC, Can. 8, § 2.

 



 

PROMULGATION 
 



 LETTRE CIRCULAIRE n 1/09 
 
       5112-4-2 (Ord/Mil) 
 
       le 28 avril 2009 
 
Aumônier CR 
 
PROMULGATION DES STATUTS PARTICULIERS 
DE L'ORDINARIAT MILITAIRE DU CANADA 
 
1. Le 21 avril 1986, Sa Sainteté le Pape Jean-Paul II promulguait la Constitution 
apostolique Spirituali militum curae, par laquelle il établissait des normes générales pour le 
gouvernement des Ordinariats militaires.  Reconnaissant que les conditions d'existence et de 
vie variaient énormément d'une nation à l'autre, il décrétait que ces normes générales fixées 
par sa Constitution apostolique seraient complétées par des Statuts particuliers propres à 
chaque Ordinariat militaire et promulgués par le Siège Apostolique. 
 
2. En 1988 nos premiers statuts étaient dûment approuvés et sanctionnés par la 
Congrégation pour les Évêques par mandat du Souverain Pontife. 
 
3. En 2008 débutait une longue étude des dits statuts.  Ceci fut nécessaire suite à la 
réorganisation de l’Aumônerie, l’évolution de l’Ordinariat en tant que diocèse et  la mise à 
jour des différents textes de lois de notre Église.  
 
4. Ce travail n’aurait pu être accompli sans la contribution des personnes suivantes : 
Mgr Roch Pagé (consultant-chef), l’Abbé Jean Bourgeois (consultant) et notre Chancelier.  
J’aimerais remercier les personnes susmentionnées pour cet excellent travail. 
 
5. Les statuts furent approuvés et promulgués par un décret de la Congrégation pour 
les Évêques en date du 30 Mars 2009  (N.P. 108/2008).  Au paragraphe 6 de ce décret, on 
peut lire: «Conformément à la prescription du paragraphe 2 du canon 8 du Code de Droit 
canonique, ces Statuts de l'Ordinariat militaire canadien entreront en vigueur un mois après 
leur promulgation, qui se fera par leur publication dans le bulletin officiel de l'Ordinariat 
militaire». 
 
6. Comme l'Ordinariat n'a pas encore de bulletin officiel et que les nouvelles 
officielles sont communiquées par le truchement de ces lettre circulaires, nous décrétons que 
ces Statuts particuliers de l'Ordinariat militaire canadien, dûment approuvés et sanctionnés 
par la Congrégation pour les Évêques par mandat du Souverain Pontife, sont par les 
présentes dûment promulgués et rentreront en vigueur le 28 mai prochain.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
7. Vous en trouverez le texte dans votre cartable lors de la retraite en Juin à Cornwall, ON.  
Une version annotée sera disponible dans le courant de l’année. 
 
8. Donné à Ottawa, Ontario, ce 28 avril 2009. 
 
 
 
        +Donald Thériault 
        Ordinaire militaire du Canada 
 
 
Abbé Stéphane Sarazin 
Chancelier 
 



  
CIRCULAR LETTER No. 1/09 

 
 

5112-4-2 (Mil/Ord) 
 

28 April 2009 
 
RC Chaplains 
 
PROMULGATION OF THE PARTICULAR STATUTES  
OF THE MILITARY ORDINARIATE OF CANADA 
 
 
1. As you are aware on 21 April 1986, His Holiness Pope John-Paul II, 
promulgated an Apostolic Constitution entitled Spirituali militum curae by which he 
established general norms for the government of Military Ordinariates.  Recognizing that 
conditions of life and existence varied greatly from one country to the other, His Holiness 
decreed that the general norms determined by his Constitution would be complemented 
by Particular Statutes proper to each Military Ordinariate and promulgate by the Holy 
See. 
 
2. In 1988 our first statutes were duly approved and sanctioned by the 
Congregation for Bishops by special mandate of the Holy Father. 
 
3. In 2008 began a lengthy revision of the statutes.  This was necessary due to the 
reorganization of the Chaplain Branch, the evolution of the Military Ordinariate as a 
Diocese and updated particular laws of our Church.   
 
4. This work could not have been accomplished without the contribution of the 
following individuals; Monsignor Roch Pagé (lead-consultant), Rev. Jean Bourgeois 
(consultant) and our Chancellor.   I would like to take this opportunity to give thanks to 
the above-mentioned for the work they have done.   
 
5. The statutes were approved on 30 March 2009 (N.P. 108/2008).  In the sixth 
paragraph of this decree, one can read:  "In conformity with the prescription of the 
second paragraph of canon 8 of the Code of Canon Law, these Statutes of the Military 
Ordinariate of Canada will take effect one month after their promulgation which will be 
made in the official bulletin of the Military Ordinariate. 
 
6. Since this Ordinariate does not yet have an official bulletin and that official 
news are ordinarily communicated by these circular letters, we decree that these 
Particular Statutes of the Military Ordinariate, duly approved and sanctioned by the 
Congregation for Bishops by special mandate of the holy Father, are hereby legally 
promulgated and will become law on this coming 28 May 2009.   
 



 
 
7.  The text of these statutes will be available in your binder at the June Retreat in 
Cornwall, ON.  An annotated version will be available later in the year. 
 
8. Given at Ottawa, Ontario, this 28th day of April 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
+ Donald Thériault       
Military Ordinary of Canada      
 
 
 
signed 
Rev. Stéphane Sarazin  
Chancellor 



 

 

We have included, for historical background only 

the Original Statutes of 1988  

- 

THEY ARE NO LONGER VALID 
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 CIRCULAR LETTER No. 1/88 
 

5112-4 (Mil/Ord) 
 

28 September 1988 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION LIST 
 
PROMULGATION OF THE PARTICULAR STATUTES  
OF THE MILITARY ORDINARIATE OF CANADA 
 
 
1. On 21 April 1986, His Holiness Pope John-Paul II, promulgated an Apostolic 
Constitution entitled Spirituali militum curae by which he established general norms for 
the government of Military Ordinariates.  Recognizing that conditions of life and 
existence varied greatly from one country to the other, His Holiness decreed that the 
general norms determined by his Constitution would be complemented by Particular 
Statutes proper to each Military Ordinariate and promulgate by the Holy See. 
 
2. To better ensure that these Particular Statutes would be perfectly adapted to the 
concrete civil and ecclesiastical situation of the individual Ordinariates, His Holiness 
directed that each Ordinary would draft a proposal of his Statutes that he would then 
submit to the Apostolic See for scrutiny before they would be sanctioned by the Holy 
Father. 
 
3. The Chaplain General, the members of his Division, the Command Chaplains 
and indeed all the chaplains and pastoral associates were all of great assistance to me in 
the preparation of my submission.  We presented our project to the Holy Father on 30 
June 1987.  On 7 October 1987, the Congregation for Bishops returned our draft with 
very pertinent suggestions for their improvement.  We then went back to the drawing 
board to incorporate these changes to the proposed text.  Finally on June 27, 28 and 29, I 
had the opportunity to meet with the members of the Central Office of the Military 
Ordinariates, then with His Eminence Cardinal Bernardin Gantin, Prefect of the 
Congregation for Bishops, with His Grace Archbishop Giovanni Battista Re, Secretary of 
the Congregation and finally with Father jean Beyer, s.j., Consultor of the Congregation.  
Following these meetings, I submitted an amended text for the approval of the Holy See. 
 
4. It is this text that has been approved and promulgated by a decree of the 
Congregation for Bishops dated 10 August 1988 (N.P. 701/87).  In the sixth paragraph of 
this decree, one can read:  "In conformity with the prescription of the second paragraph 
of canon 8 of the Code of Canon Law, these Statutes of the Military Ordinariate of 
Canada will take effect one month after their promulgation which will be made in the 
official bulletin of the Military Ordinariate. 
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5. Since this Ordinariate does not yet have an official bulletin and that official 
news are ordinarily communicated by these circular letters, we decree that these 
Particular Statutes of the Military Ordinariate, duly approved and sanctioned by the 
Congregation for Bishops by special mandate of the holy Father, are hereby legally 
promulgated and will become law on this coming 28 October 1988.  The text of these 
statutes in both official languages will be found as enclosures to this letter. 
 
6. Given at Ottawa, Ontario, this 28th day of September 1988. 
 
 
 

+ André Vallée, p.m.é. 
Military Ordinary of Canada 

 
Enc. 
 
By Order of His Excellency the Military Ordinary 
 
 
 
Robert Larivière 
Vice-Chancellor 
 
 
Distribution List 
 
Action 
 
All catholic chaplains and pastoral associates of the Regular Force and  Reserve Force 
both Primary and Supplementary 
 
Information 
 
His Eminence the Prefect of the Congregation for Bishops  
His Grace the Apostolic Pro-Nuntio 
His Grace the President of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops 
P.N. 701/87 
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Sacred Congregation for the Bishops 
 

Decree of Ratification 
of the 

Statutes of the Military Ordinariate of Canada 
 
 

Motivated by the solicitude for all the churches that befall the Roman Pontiff, 
John-Paul II, Pope by Divine Providence, seeking to better provide for the care of the 
faithful who serve in the Armed Forces, promulgated the Apostolic Constitution 
Spirituali militum curae, which was published on 21 April 1986. 
 

General norms were therein sanctioned that concerned all the Military 
Ordinariates, both those who are already established and those that will be erected in the 
future.  In this same Constitution, the supreme Pontiff decreed that these norms would be 
expounded and adapted to circumstances of time and place by particular laws or 
Particular Statutes established by the Holy See for each Ordinariate. 
 

That is the reason why, taking into account the multiple constraints and 
circumstances, whether they be of ecclesiastical or civil nature, under which each 
Ordinariate must organize and exercise its pastoral action, the Roman Pontiff wanted to 
ensure the cooperation of these Ordinariates, to ensure that the decisions and the wording 
of these particular laws responded adequately to the different circumstances of time and 
place.  Consequently, he ordered each and every Military Ordinary to prepare a draft of 
his own particular law, that would comply with these general norms, and to then submit 
this draft of his Statutes to the Apostolic See so that it might be examined and verified 
before being presented for the approval of the supreme authority of the Roman Pontiff 
and then promulgated by this same Apostolic See. 
             

This Congregation for the Bishops, who is responsible for the majority of the 
Military Ordinariates, after careful study of the text proposed for the Statutes of the 
Military Ordinariate of Canada, and after discussing with the Military Ordinary in person 
the needed and opportune amendments, has submitted the text to the Supreme Pontiff, 
during its audience of August 6th of the current year. 
 

The Sovereign Pontiff, John-Paul II, after being informed of all that precedes 
here, in conformity with canon 30 of the Code of Canon Law has entrusted to this 
Congregation the task of publishing the Statutes of the Military Ordinariate of Canada by 
means of this decree. 
 

However, in conformity with paragraph 2 of canon 8 of the Code of Canon 
Law, these Statutes of the Military Ordinariate of Canada will take effect one month after 
their promulgation, which will be made in the official bulletin of the Military Ordinariate. 
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Given in Rome, from the Palace of the Congregation for Bishops, on 10 
August 1988. 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Cardinal Gantin, Prefect 
 
 
 
 

+ Giovanni Battista Re, Secretary 
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Military Ordinariate of Canada Particular Statutes 
 
1. The Ordinariatus Castrensis Canadensis which was first erected as a Military 
 Vicariate by the Decree of the Sacred Consistorial Congregation Materna 
 ecclesiae pietas of February 17, 1951, and is now raised to the status of 
 Ordinariate by the Apostolic constitution Spirituali militum curae of April 21, 
 1986, is officially and canonically entitled the Roman Catholic Military 
 Ordinariate of Canada. 
 
2. The Military Ordinariate is governed by the norms of: 
 

2.1 the Apostolic Constitution Spirituali militum curae of April 21, 1986; 
 

2.2 these particular statutes sanctioned by the Holy See; 
 
2.3 the universal laws of the Church on matters not specified in the 

preceding documents. 
 
3. The Military Ordinary is endowed with Episcopal rank as a proper ordinary 

who enjoys all the rights and is bound by the obligations of a diocesan bishop. 
He belongs by right to the National Conference of Bishops.  He may also 
attend the meetings of the Regional Conferences.  That he might dedicate all of 
his efforts to this special pastoral work, the Military Ordinary shall remain free 
from other offices that have the care of souls attached to them. 

 
4. The See of the Military Ordinariate of Canada is located in Ottawa, Province 

of Ontario; the Roman Catholic Chapel at Canadian Forces Base Ottawa 
(South) is designated as the Principal Church. 

 
5. The Ordinariate's Curia is basically composed of the members of the Chaplain 

General(RC) Division.  They are chosen freely by the Military Ordinary.  The 
Chaplain General will be Vicar General of the Ordinariate and Moderator of 
the Curia.  The Military Ordinary will appoint Episcopal Vicars according to 
the needs of the Ordinariate.  He can also appoint other members to the Curia. 

 
6. The See being vacant or impeded, the Chaplain General becomes ipso facto the 

Ordinariate Administrator and he will notify the Apostolic See as soon as 
possible that he has undertaken the office.  If the Chaplain General is unable to 
assume the office of Ordinariate Administrator, the priest, member of the 
Curia, who is the senior Chaplain by rank, will assume the governance of the 
Ordinariate and will notify the Holy See as soon as possible that he has 
undertaken the office. 
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7. The Military Ordinary will be assisted in the governance of the Ordinariate by 
 the following: 
 

7.1 The Presbyteral Council, (Canons 495, 496, 497); 
 

7.2 The Command Chaplains' Council; 
 

7.3 The Episcopal Council composed of the chaplain members of the 
Chaplain General Division.  They will assume the duties of the College 
of Consultors; 

 
7.4 The Finance Committee, (canon 492) 

 
Note:  The members of the above-mentioned bodies will serve ad 
beneplacitum Episcopi. 

 
8. The Base/Station Chaplains will be assisted in the governance of their 

Christian communities by the following: 
 

8.1 The Chapel Councils, The Base/Station Chaplain is the president and the 
members are chosen according to the statutes of each council, as 
approved by the Military Ordinary (canon 536); 

  
8.2 The Chapel Finance Committee, (canon 537). 

 
9. In accordance with Section VI, para. 4 of the Apostolic Constitution Spirituali 

militum curae, the Military Ordinary will have the right to incardinate into the 
Military Ordinariate of Canada clerics, priests or deacons, in accordance with 
the norms of canons 265-272. 

 
10. Thus, in addition to the Military Ordinary, who is not enrolled in the Canadian 

Forces, the following share in the pastoral responsibilities of the Military 
Ordinary: 

 
10.1 the Military Chaplains of the Regular Force on loan from a Diocese or 

an Institute of Consecrated Life or a Society of Apostolic Life.  They are 
enrolled in the Canadian Forces and wear the uniform.  These Chaplains 
are commissioned officers.  Upon their retirement, they return to their 
diocese of incardination or the Institute or Society to which they belong. 

 
10.2 the Military Chaplains of the Regular Force, incardinated in the Military 

Ordinariate.  They are enrolled in the Canadian Forces and wear the 
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uniform.  These Chaplains are commissioned officers.  Upon retirement, 
they are assigned to pastoral responsibilities in the Ordinariate or loaned 
to a Diocese by the Military Ordinary. 

 
10.3 The Military Chaplains of the Primary Reserve.  They remain 

incardinated in their Diocese or Institute of Consecrated Life or Society 
of Apostolic Life.  They are enrolled in the Primary Reserve of the 
Canadian Forces and wear the uniform.  However, they work only part-
time in the Canadian Forces and come under the jurisdiction of the 
Military Ordinary when they are called to active service.  Upon 
retirement, they continue to serve in their Diocese of incardination or the 
Institute or Society to which they belong. 

 
10.4 The Cadet Chaplains.  They remain incardinated in their Diocese or 

Institute of consecrated life or Society of Apostolic Life.  When called to 
active service, they fall under the same category as the Chaplains of the 
Primary Reserve. 

 
10.5 The Chaplains of the Supplementary Reserve List.  They come under the 

jurisdiction of the Military Ordinary only when they are called to active 
service.  They fall under the same category as the Chaplains of the 
Primary Reserve. 

 
10.6 The Civilian Officiating Clergymen.  They are priests employed to make 

up for the lack of Military Chaplains of the Regular Force.  They are not 
enrolled in the Canadian Forces and do not wear the uniform.  They 
come under the jurisdiction of the Military Ordinary only when they 
exercise a ministry to Canadian Military Personnel and their dependants. 

 
10.7 The permanent and transitory deacons.  Some are enrolled in the 

Canadian Forces and wear the uniform.  Others remain civilian and fall 
into the category of Civilian Officiating Clergymen.  They can be 
incardinated into the Military Ordinariate or on loan from another 
Diocese, or an Institute of Consecrated Life or a Society of Apostolic 
Life.  They are given a mandate to exercise pastoral ministry by the 
Military Ordinary and work in cooperation with the Chaplains of the 
Regular Force. 

 
10.8 The Lay Pastoral Associates.  They are lay people who, according to 

canon 228 & 1, have been found suitable by the Military Ordinary, are 
enrolled or not in the Canadian Forces and perform in a permanent way 
a pastoral task committed to them by the Military Ordinary. 
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11. The members of the Presbyterium of the Military Ordinariate are, in addition to 
the Military Ordinary, the Military Chaplains of the Regular Force, mentioned 
in paras 10.1 and 10.2 and the Military Chaplains of the Primary Reserve. 

 
12. The Military Ordinariate of Canada is divided into Deaneries of which the 

Command Chaplains are Vicars Forane; in addition to their obligations as 
Military Command Chaplains, they have the rights and duties listed in Canon 
555. 

 
13. The Ottawa Ecclesiastical Tribunal has been designated as the first instance 

Tribunal for matrimonial cases of the Military Ordinariate of Canada by a 
rescript from the Apostolic Signature, N.P. 566/85, dated April 20, 1985.  The 
Canadian Appeal Tribunal is the second instance Tribunal. 

      
14. The following books will be held at Military Bases and Stations: 
 

14.1 The parochial registers of baptisms, confirmations, marriages, and 
deaths; 

 
14.2 The Minutes of the Chapel Finance Committee meetings; 

 
14.3 The Minutes of the Chapel Council meetings. 

 
15. The following books will be held at the Curia of the Military Ordinariate: 
 

15.1 The Minutes of the Presbyteral Council meetings; 
 
15.2 The Minutes of the Command Chaplains' Council meetings; 

 
15.3 The Minutes of the Episcopal Council meetings; 

 
15.4 The Minutes of the Ordinariate Finance Committee meetings; 

 
15.5 The Financial statements of the Ordinariate; 

 
15.6 The acts of the Ordinariate. 

 
16. All baptisms, confirmations and marriages will be faithfully reported by the 

chaplains to the Chancery Office of the Military Ordinariate.  There,  they will 
be held in a Central Registry, under the responsibility of the Chancellor.  
Notifications of marginal notations will be directed first to the Chancery Office 
where they will be inscribed in the Central Registry before being sent to the 
chapels concerned for inscription in their own registers.  The Chancellor, the 
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Vice-Chancellor, their replacement or their delegate, are the only ones 
competent to issue certificates  of baptism which, according to Canon Law, are 
proof of the fistful’s canonical freedom. 

 
17. In addition to the persons mentioned in Section 10, the following are subjects 

of the Military Ordinariate of Canada: 
 

17.1 the faithful who are military persons, including Catholic military 
personnel of the Eastern Rites as well as the civilian personnel bound by 
the laws of the National Defence Act; 

 
17.2 all the members of their families, husbands, wives, and children, even 

those who, though independent, live in the same house, as well as 
relatives and servants who also live with them in the same house; 
likewise the Catholic family of a non-Catholic military person in similar 
circumstances; 

 
17.3 those who attend military training schools, or who live or work in 

military hospitals, hospices for the elderly, or similar institutions; 
 

17.4 all the faithful both men and women, whether or not they are members 
 of a religious institute, enrolled or not in the Canadian Armed  Forces, 
 who perform in a permanent way a task committed to them by the 
 Military Ordinary, or with his consent; 

  
17.5 foreign military personnel attached by their country to the Canadian 

Forces and foreign military units lodged on a Canadian Base or Station, 
when they are not accompanied by their own Catholic chaplain; 

 
17.6 civilians who dwell in a permanent fashion on a Canadian Base or 

Station. 
 
18. In addition to such personal jurisdiction possessed by the Military Ordinary, 

jurisdiction within the territory of all military bases and reservations is 
primarily his also.  In regards to marriage this personal and territorial 
jurisdiction is shared by the Chaplain General and the Episcopal Vicars for 
Marriage.  Likewise, each chaplain serving on active duty possesses similar 
personal jurisdiction over the subjects of the Military Ordinary who are 
assigned to or in transit status within the Command, Base or Station entrusted 
to his pastoral care.  The delegation of the Local Ordinary or the Local Parish 
Priest is required for purposes of liceity only, for the marriage of the faithful 
not subject of the Military Ordinary, at which a Chaplain presides within the 
territory of a Command, Base or Station entrusted to his pastoral care.  The 
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jurisdiction possessed by a chaplain in regards to marriage may be delegated to 
another priest or deacon. 

 
19. In regards to supradiocesan contributions, only those military personnel and 

dependents quartered within the military establishments and those serving 
outside Canada will be assessed financially. 

 
20. These particular statutes will take force one month from the date of their 

publication by the Military Ordinariate of Canada.  They may be modified with 
the approbation of the Holy See. 

 


